
ALEKS Information for Students 
 

What is ALEKS?  
ALEKS (Assessment & Learning in Knowledge Spaces) is a web-based, artificially intelligent 
assessment and learning system.  ALEKS uses adaptive questioning to quickly and accurately 
determine exactly what you know and don’t know about basic mathematics and then provides 
instruction on the topics you are most ready to learn. 
 
You will have a password-protected account in ALEKS.  Since all records of your work are kept 
on the ALEKS servers, you can access your account from any computer connected to the 
Internet.  You can access the content through the web site www.aleks.com.  
 
ALEKS Help: Call 714-619-7090 or email ALEKS web support at http://www.aleks.com/support.  
 
Registration for ALEKS  

1. Go to the ALEKS website:  http://www.aleks.com.  You will need to download the ALEKS 
plugin the first time you access this website. 

2. Click on the link for “SIGN UP NOW” to the left of the page.  (This is the only time you 
will click on that button) 

3. Under “Using ALEKS with a Class?”, enter the COURSE CODE found at the beginning of 
the syllabus.  (The course code identifies you as being part of my class in ALEKS.) 

4. Enter your individual ACCESS CODE (20 digits). 
5. Record your Login Name and Password, provided by the system.  (You can change your 

Password now or later if you wish.)  Use your GPC e-mail on the registration page. 
6. Begin using ALEKS by viewing the Student Tutorial.  This shows you how to enter various 

kinds of answers you may be called upon to give in ALEKS.  Please note that you can 
always return to parts of the Tutorial by using the “Help” buttons in ALEKS.  

7. Complete the Initial Assessment.   
 
ALEKS Initial Assessment 
You will begin the course by taking an initial assessment. This initial assessment will identify the 
math skills you already have as well as those which you have not learned.  Therefore, questions 
on the assessment can be problems that you know how to do as well as ones you may have 
never seen.  Do not be discouraged by your initial assessment--the average student assesses at 
less than 30 topics.  You should not expect to know everything before the course starts.  
 
The purpose of the initial assessment is to show an accurate measure of your math ability, so 
do not guess or try too hard.  It is important to begin at a level appropriate to your knowledge 
and skills. The value of this course is how much you learn and master by the end of the course, 
not where you begin.   
 
ALEKS Pie Chart 
The results of your assessment are shown in a color-keyed pie chart. This pie chart 
automatically and continuously updates based on your learning and assessment results 
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throughout the course. The pie chart itself represents all the course topics;  each slice of the pie 
chart represents a part of the curriculum and is filled in with color (from the center outward) to 
show the extent of your current mastery in that part of the curriculum.   
 

 
 
If you move your mouse pointer around the slices, they will pop out and display a list of topics 
that you are currently ready to work on.  Click on any one of these topics to begin working in 
the Learning Mode.  Your goal is to fill the slices of the pie chart, demonstrating your mastery of 
the course curriculum. 
 

 
 
Below your pie, you will see a statement of how many objectives you have left to master by the 
given deadline. It will look similar to the following message. 
 

 
 
Note: After a module deadline passes, the objectives which you did not master that are 
prerequisites to other topics will become available to you in the appropriate module. If a topic 



that you did not master is not a prerequisite to another topic, then you will be given access to 
this topic after the final deadline. 
 
ALEKS Learning Mode  

At any time during your use of ALEKS, you will be able to access a certain 
limited set of topics, based on your readiness.  As you progress, new topics will 
continually become available to you.  In fact, most of your time in ALEKS will be 

spent in Learning Mode (MyPie) working practice problems.  ALEKS can provide nearly an 
unlimited variety of practice problems, but in most cases you will complete only a few problems 
per topic in order to establish your grasp of the concept.  Every time you complete a problem, 
ALEKS will give you immediate feedback on your answer and tell you how many more problems 
you need to complete to master that topic.  Note that if you make mistakes, ALEKS requires a 
little extra practice, but it doesn’t start you over; it will remember the problems that you have 
answered correctly.  It is recommended to use a calculator only for problems where ALEKS 
permits it. The ALEKS calculator button will light up (become enabled) on any topics that ALEKS 
permits the use of a calculator. However, the TI-84 graphing calculator is permitted in the 
course. 
 
Need Help with a Topic?  
If you are struggling with a topic in ALEKS, you can let your instructor know you need help. 
While you are on the page with the problem you are struggling, click the Inbox button (

). Then choose Compose > To and check your professor’s name. Enter a subject such 
as "Need help." In the body of the message, explain the issue and how you need assistance. At 
the bottom of the message page, check the box to the left of Attach page "_________." In the 
blank will be the topic of the problem. This will send your instructor an email of a sample 
problem along with your message. 
 
 
ALEKS Progress/Login Assessments (automatically generated) 
After you work in the Learning Mode (MyPie) for a significant amount of time (10 hours or 20 
topics), ALEKS will give you an assessment.  This will be your chance to demonstrate that you 
have retained the skills you have learned as well as to add additional topics towards completing 
your pie.  If you do not answer questions correctly on these assessments, ALEKS will prescribe 
more work it thinks you need to do in order to master the topics.  This cycle of “...assessment, 
Learning Mode, assessment, Learning Mode...” continues throughout the course allowing you 
to fill in your pie. 
 
Assessments are random and should not be taken if you are tired or rushing.  If you make 
mistakes or select “I do not know” to finish quickly, you could lose all the topics ALEKS had 
previously believed you had mastered.  We hope your pie will grow over time, but it can also 
shrink! 
 
 



ALEKS Requested Assessments 
During the semester, there will be a requested assessment that must be completed in a 
proctored setting.  The ALEKS calculator button will light up (become enabled) on any topics 
that ALEKS permits the use of a calculator.  However, you can use your TI-83/84 graphing 
calculator for any topic during a requested assessments.  Notes cannot be used.   
 
ALEKS Practice Tools     

At any time, you can complete practice problems on topics that you have 
mastered or just need additional review. Click the Review button in the 

header of your ALEKS course. This will take you to the list of topics in the course. If you click 
Objectives View, the topics will be arranged by the course modules and will correspond to the 
sections from the textbook. 
 

At any time, a student can create a worksheet.  This generates a document 
with 15-20 problems on topics covered since the last assessment.  

Solutions are sent to the student for self-grading.  Worksheets do not affect your ALEKS Pie and 
are an effective way to prepare for assessments. 
 
ALEKS Intermediate Objectives 
This is a self-paced, mastery based course.  Students will master the material at various paces.  
Intermediate Objectives are “suggested” dates in ALEKS by when material should be mastered 
in order to complete the course by the end of the semester.   This course has 312 topics divided 
into 10 modules, or intermediate objectives. The following is a suggested pacing for you to 
complete the course in one semester.   
 

*Suggested Pacing Guide for 1-Semester Completion (58 sections) 

Week Day 1 Day 2 Module 

Week 1 Initial Assessment, 1.1, 1.2 1.3, 1.4 Module 1 

Week 2 1.5, 1.6 1.7, 1.8 Module 2 

Week 3 2.1, 2.2 2.3, 2.4 Module 3 

Week 4 2.5, 2.6 2.7 Modules 3, 4 

Week 5 3.1, 3.2 3.3, 3.4 Module 5 

Week 6 3.5, 3.6 4.1, 4.2 Modules 5, 6 

Week 7 Proctored Assessment, 4.3, 4.4 Proctored Assessment 5.1, 5.2 Module 6 

Week 8 5.3, 5.4, 5.5 5.6, 6.1, 6.2 Module 7 

Week 9 6.3, 6.4 6.5, 6.6 Module 7 

Week 10 7.1, 7.2 7.3, 7.4 Module 8 

Week 11 7.3, 7.4 7.6, 7.7 Module 8 

Week 12 10.1, 10.2 10.3, 10.4 Module 9 

Week 13 10.6, 10.7 9.1, 9.2, 9.3 Modules 9, 10 

Week 14 11.1, 11.2, 11.3 11.4, 11.5, 11.6 Module 10 

Week 15 Final Exam  

 



Note: If you come into the course knowing a lot of the material, you may find yourself 
advancing through the topics quickly. You will need to adjust your starting date to the module 
appropriate to your specific learning path. If you come into the course with modules 1 and 2 
mastered, for example, then begin work in Module 3 and work according to the pace below or 
faster if you so choose. 
 
This course may take some students two-semesters to complete. If you are making progress but 
it is going slower than the pace suggested here, do not become discouraged. ALEKS will 
remember the topics you mastered when you take the course the next semester, so you will 
not have to complete the work again unless you do not retain it. 
 
*This is a tentative pacing guide. Please refer to your iCollege Calendar for specific details for 
your course. 
 
 
Your ALEKS Grade  
Your ALEKS work counts 50% of your overall grade. There are ten main modules (Modules 1 – 
10) in this course each with a given deadline. (Module 0 consists of prerequisite skills and will 
not be counted in your ALEKS grade.) Your ALEKS grade will be the average of the percentage of 
topics you mastered in each module.  
 
Module Deadline Number of Topics Number of Topics 

Mastered 
Percentage of Topics 

Mastered 

0  14   

1  32   

2  31   

3  29   

4  31   

5  30   

6  31   

7  30   

8  27   

9  30   

10  32   
ALEKS Grade (Average of % of topics mastered for Modules 1 – 10)  

 
 
Suggested Notebook 
Students are expected to keep a mathematical notebook.  The key to being successful in math 
is to be organized and do all problems step-by-step.  A suggested Table of Contents and other 
documents for completing your work in ALEKS is provided in the Study Skills Module. 
 
 



Other ALEKS Information  
Timing Out: ALEKS will automatically terminate your session after 10 minutes if there has been 
no activity in your account. There is no warning message before the session is terminated. If 
this occurs, simply log back on. ALEKS will bring you back exactly to where you left off.    
 
ALEKS Buttons: The following is a brief summary of the main buttons you will need in ALEKS, 
and what they do.   

Explain. This button leads to an explanation and solution of the given practice 
problem. If you choose to view the solution, you will not get the same problem back 
again for practice, but rather a different problem of the same type.  

 
Dictionary. This button leads to an online dictionary of terms. Terms appearing in the 

Learning Mode are also hyperlinked to corresponding entries in the Dictionary.  
 

Help. This button leads to a selection of Tutorial pages that you can access if you don’t 
know how to enter your answer.    

 
Next. This button submits your answer to the problem.  

 
Browser Buttons: Please do not use the “Back” and “Forward” buttons on your browser while 
logged on to ALEKS.  They may produce undesired results, and all necessary navigation features 
are built into ALEKS itself.   
 

 
 


